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opened up new vistas of usefulness, new worlds of work to
conquer ; and he accepted the invitation. On August roth
he was elected Slade Professor,* and, about the same time,
honorary student of his old college, Christ Church.

He returned home by the end of August to prepare
himself for his new duties. During the last period he had
been giving, on an average, half a dozen lectures a year,
which amply filled his annual volume. Twelve lectures
were required of the professor. Many another man would
have read his twelve lectures and gone his way; but Mr.
Ruskin was not going to work in that perfunctory manner.
He undertook to revise his whole teaching; to write for
his hearers a completely new series of treatises on art,
beginning with first principles and broad generalisations,
and proceeding to the different departments of sculpture,
engraving, landscape-painting and so on; then taking up
the history of art: -an encyclopaedic scheme, for which, no
doubt, he was qualified ; which he could have carried out
if he had found nothing else to do. But he took this
Oxford work not as a substitute for other occupation,
exonerating him from farther claims upon his energy and
time; nor as a bye-play that could be slurred. He tried
to do it thoroughly, and to do it in addition to the various
work already in hand, under which, as it was, he used to
break down, year after year, after each climax of effort.

This autumn and winter, with his first and most im-
portant course in preparation, he was still writing letters to

* The electors were the Very Reverend Dr. Liddell, Dean of Ch. Ch.,
Dr. Aeland, and the Rev. G. Rawlinson, being three of the curators of
the University galleries, the Rev. H. 0. Coxe, Bodley's Librarian, Sir
Francis Grant, President of the Royal Academy of London, George
Grote, Esq., President of University College, London, and R. Fisher, Esq.,
one of the executors of the will of the late Felix Slade, Esq., the donor.
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